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VACATION INSPIRATIONS 



"Vacation," did you say? What's 
that? Oh, yes, a change of activity, 
isn't it? Well, I changed mine from 
the State Normal School in Lowell to 
the Summer Session of the State Nor- 
mal School in North Adams, Mass., 
for five weeks. It was a singing 
summer school, too. The community 
sings on the campus at twihght were 
long to be remembered. Then every 
week-end, my car took me over the 
Mohawk Trail — at 30 miles per hour 
on high — can you beat it? (Don't 
you wish you knew what make of car 
I drive?) — to my summer home. 
Then a few days at home in Lowell, 
punctuated — the days, not the home, 
I mean — by auto trips to the moun- 
tains and shore, then polishing up the 
work of my Ladies Quartet — students 
from my Music Supervisors' class — 
for their appearance at the State Nor- 
mal School Conference in Bridge- 
water early in September. Loafing? 
No! Busy? Yes! Happy? Yes! 
"Ready for the next ?" Yes, yes ! 
Inez Field Damon 
Music Director, 
State Normal School, 
Lowell, Mass. 



I receive my inspiration, change of 
environment, renewed energy and 
vigor, and abounding good health, 
here in the heart of the Maine woods, 
as director of Camp Wildwood, a 
large and thriving boy's summer 
camp. We are situated on the shores 
of Moosehead Lake, the largest in 
Maine, with four hundred miles of 
rugged shore line to explore and en- 
tirely surrounded by wonderful moun- 
tain ranges. We sleep and eat prac- 
tically out of doors with the scent of 
pines ever near, we go canoeing, 
swimming, fishing, we play baseball, 
tennis, all kinds of games, and in gen- 
eral get close to nature. I feel that 
I am particularly fortunate in my 
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summer work, for one could never 

grow fat or lazy, and there is always 

something new in managing for two 

months a bunch of lively, honest to 

goodness, red-blooded American boys. 

Richard W. Grant, 

Head of Music Department, 

Penn State College. 



My vacation? Well, I had always 
labored under the delusion that one 
must go away from home for a vaca- 
tion; a change of scene and all that, 
so this year I decided to try the other 
way. I remained at home. I have 
the mountains and streams at my door, 
so just as soon as the last class bell 
had tapped, I "hied" me home and 
oiled up my trusty gun; not a six 
shooter, but a trusty twenty gauge 
shot gun, and started out on a series 
of hikes, hunts and as the mountain 
people say "towers," to say nothing of 
the Methodist Camp Meeting where 
chickens, sheep and fatted calves were 
offered up. 

I had plenty of luck hunting, found 
a great number of squirrels and a host 
of "chiggers," if you know what they 
are. I collected all there were in this 
end of the state, and some of them 
are still with me. Greatest of all 
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tho, is the wonderful inspiration one 
gets from association with these great 
mountains of the Smoky range. They 
inspire one to great heights, even I 
could write a Symphony when I be- 
hold their beauty, and altho I live here 
among them, I find that the scene 
changes with the day and each hour 
is a new artist adding a touch to the 
whole. 

Wishing you the same, I am, 
A. Vernon McFee, 
East Tennessee State Normal School, 
Johnson City, Tenn. 



How I spent my vacation? If I 
only knew when the vacation days 
were I could easily answer the ques- 
tion. But I find that work and play 
become more and more intermingled 
and I can scarcely draw a sharp line 
between them. 

Since the first of February I have 
been on leave of absence from the 
University and traveling about the 
country considerably, mainly in the in- 
terests of Community Service — the 
national organization of New York 
which is interested in making recre- 
ation a more potent force in the de- 
velopment of fine American life. 
During this time I had the opportunity 
of visiting a large number of schools 
and greeting my friends in school 
music work. I am more and more 
convinced of the inseparable relation 
between school and community music, 
more and more convinced that as 
school music goes out into the com- 
munity the children benefit through 
seeing music in relation to life and 
that, as community music workers 
appreciate and emulate the spirit and 
method of school music teaching, the 
music in the community at large be- 
comes strengthened and permanent in 
its effects. 

School music gains in joy and real- 
ity from community music. Commun- 
ity music gains in dignity and solidity 
from school music. 



The days from February 1st to the 
middle of September, when I return 
to my work at the University, have 
been filled with traveling, visiting, 
speaking, writing, studying through 
all of which there has been shot the 
spirit of enjoyment, play, and recrea- 
tion. What better vacation could 
there be ? 

Peter W. Dykema, 
Chairman Department of School 
Music, 
Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. 



My vacation was spent this year 
the same as usual at Lakeside, Ohio, 
where we have our summer home on 
the shores of Lake Erie. The Cha- 
tauqua season at this resort runs 
through the months of July and Au- 
gust and attracts thousands of people 
from Ohio and neighboring States. 
One of the outstanding features is 
the band and orchestra, whose per- 
sonnel consists of Supervisors of 
Music, instructors and teachers from 
Music Schools, and professional thea- 
tre men. 

A summer spent in this way has 
proven to me to be very beneficial. 
Consider the inspiration and joy one 
gets in taking your favorite instru- 
ment and playing good music with 
musicians who enjoy these works 
as much as you. Then, too, I be- 
lieve that every Supervisor of Music, 
who is an instrumentalist and a direc- 
tor of school bands and orchestras, 
should spend some time during the 
year playing professionally. The 
Lakeside management brings to our 
platform each year artists, lecturers 
and entertainers of International 
fame. We also have splendid boat- 
ing, fishing, bathing, games and beau- 
tiful scenery being situated among 
the islands of Lake Erie. 
Respectfully, 
P. C. Sloane, Director 
DePauw University School of 
Music. 



